
C E N T R A L I A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

BOND QUICK FACTS

VOTE FEBRUARY 14
THE 

PROPOSAL

The Centralia School District Board of Directors has unanimously approved placing a 
capital improvements levy on the February 14, 2017 ballot. The $74 million measure is 
based on a year-long facilities master planning study, conducted by a group of more 
than 40 staff and community members. Additional recommendations were gathered 
via a survey of Centralians in September 2016. Based on the priorities identified by our 
community, the bond will replace and renovate aging school buildings and help create a 
learning environment that is suited to 21st century teaching and learning. 

WHY DO WE 
NEED A BOND?

Construction and renovation of school buildings in Washington is made possible through 
the sale of bonds by local school districts. A 60 percent super majority of voters must 
approve bonds in order for them to pass.

The three buildings targeted for renovation or replacement by this bond are Centralia High 
School, Fords Prairie Elementary, and Jefferson Lincoln Elementary. They were built in 1968, 
1947, and 1957 respectively. CHS has never been modernized, and the two elementary 
schools had limited modernization in the 1970s. All three schools have serious structural 
deficiencies that threaten the safety and security of our students. None of the buildings is 
designed to suit a modern teaching and learning environment. 
 
Additionally, all of our school buildings have vital safety and security needs that must be 
addressed now. 

WHY NOW?
The average age of our school buildings is approaching 70 years. Significant concerns have 
arisen including seismic, fire safety, and electrical system deficiencies. The classroom 
environments were not designed with the unique needs of our modern educational system 
in mind. In short, our buildings are becoming unsafe and they create physical limitations on 
the number and type of programs we are able to offer our students. 

WHAT’S THE 
PLAN?

CENTRALIA HIGH SCHOOL will be reconstructed on the existing footprint as a like new 
building. The new STEM facility, financed by a $3.616 million grant will be worked into the 
project to maximize financial and structural efficiency.

FORDS PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY will be replaced on the existing site by a K-6 school 
housing 525 students. All portables in use will be eliminated and the building will feature a 
full-size stand alone gym and separate multipurpose room. 

JEFFERSON LINCOLN ELEMENTARY will be replaced on the existing site by a K-6 school 
housing 525 students. All portables in use will be eliminated and the building will feature a 
full-size stand alone gym and separate multipurpose room. 

ALL SCHOOLS will receive significant safety and security upgrades, including 
improvements to protect against intruders. Oakview, Washington, and Edison elementary 
schools will be reconfigured to K-6 facilities. 

Learn more at www.CentraliaSchools.org/facilities
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